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RUMANIAN LOCAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN, DECEMBER 1953

[Comment: This report presents information on the campaign

conducted in Rumania in preparation for the election of people's

-8 councils, which was scheduled for 20 December 1953. The infor-
mation was extracted from articles appearing in various Bucharest
newspapers nof November-December 1453, devoted to campaign techniques,
electoral propagands, and the role of the press and such muss organi-
zutions as the UTM (Uniunea Tineretuiuti Muncitor, Union of Working
Youth) and the ARLUS (Ascciata Romana pentru Legaturi cu Uniunea
Sovietica, Soviet Rumanian Friendship Scciety).

Numbers in parentheses refer to appended 5 urces. !

MAIN ELECTION THEME

Intensive political and organizational uctivity is under way throughout
Rumania in preparation for the election of deputies to the people's couneils,
scheduled for 20 December 1953.(1) Efforts must be made to persuade all
qualified voters to go to the polls to assure a complete electoral victory
for the FDP (Frontul Democratiei Populare, Pecnle's Democratic Front), and to
strengthen the indissoluble union between the people, government, and party.(2)

The manifesto of the FDP has been received by the vorkers with great
interest. This manifesto, as applied in Arad, for example, describes the im-
portant successes of the people's councils of the cities, communes, and villages
of Arad Regiune in their struggle to raise the standard of living of the workers.
It urges them to greet the elections with new successes in the fight to carry
out the party and government economie program adopted for the purpose of develop-
ing the national economy and raising the people's standard of living, and to
vote for the candidates of the FDP on 20 December. (3)
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The mass organizations, which link the party with the masses, have a very
important role in persuading people to vote. Such organizations as the Central
Council of Trade Unions, the UTM, cocperatives, and women's delegations are
entrusted with the task of popularizing the party's policy and enforcing the
state's economic program. Many of them have fulfilled their duty in factories
and farms, which, as a result, are fulfilling their norms for the year.

There are others, however, whose work is unsatisfactory, especially among
trade union and youth organizations, which neglect to =heck the activities of
their members who belong to agitators' collectives. The trade union groups
must consititute the basis of all mass political work in industrial installa-
tions, but it {s this important link which is often neglected. Many of them
have not been activated and thelr contribution to the electoral campaign 1is
completely unsatistactory. They must show the workers that the only way to
raise their standard of living s to fight day by day to increase production,
raise labor productivity, reduce living costs, and improve the quality of goods.
These groups must also encourage workers to register and to participate in
meetings between candidates and voters and in the activities of agitation points.

In spite of the great interest shown by ycuth in the electoral eampaign,
& great many of the raion and regtune UTM units underestimate their duties in
connecticn with the elections and work buresucratically and without initiative.
This 15 apparent in the Hungarian Autcrnomous Regiune, in Iasi Regiune, and
others, where the agitaticn points are not assis ed in visual agitation and the
distribution of campaign litera‘ure. Youth work is especially deficlent in the
villages. Problems related tc the development of farming and of animal husbandry
should be the main points stressed in political work among young villagers.
UTM organizations must actively help the cooperatives in their endeavors to
get the peasants to sign delivery, livestock raising, and fattening contracts.

Many executive committees of people's councils fuil to stimulate women's
udctivities in the campatgn.

The main concern of sil muss organizations 1s to explain the tasks assigned
by the party plenum of 3%-20 August 1953 und to popularize the recent decree
of the Grand National Assembly spelling out measures for ruising the standards
of living.

At this time the most important duty of the members of agitators' collectives
s to explain to the citizens to whizh electoral dintrict, they btelong, who the
candidates are, where the voters' rcsters cun be checked, aund where the polls
will be located. I+ {s “he duty of the party committee to spur the mass organi-
zations into ucticn. However, they must repress the tendency to take over the
tasks of these organizations, which would cnly resuit in their complete pas-
sivity.(1)

Agitators must stress the recent decrees of the party and government in
regard to raising the standard of living. These include the following:

1. A decree concerning the improvement of the wuge system with the aim
of encouraging greater production. For this purpose, wages are to be established
on a fairer basis, taking into consideration the importance of each branch of
the economy, working conditions, and the degree of skill of the worker. Pilece-
vork is to be paid at a 10-15 percent higher rate than time work, and at a
progressive rate. Workers in unhealthful or difficult Jobs will get a some-
what lesser raise. Wages of managers, techniclans, firemen, und guards will
also be raised.
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2. A decree reducing taxes on wages of laborers, technicians, white-collar
workers, and on the incomes of writers, artists, and scientists by 30 percent.

3. A decree granting assistance in the building of individual or cooper -
ative dvellings. Credits at a rate of interest of 10 percent will be granted
to vorkers, technicians, white-collar workers, members of collectives lacking
homes, village teachers, doctors, and health workers. Assistance in the form
of building materinls will also be granted.

L. A decree reducing the tax on houses by 20-30 percent.
5. A decree halving insurance rates.

%. A decree reducing water and sewer taxes ty 25 percent and the cost of
electricity to the c.nsumer by 35 percent.

T. A decree reducing rents by about 20 percent.
3. A decree reducing kindergarten and day nursery fees by 50 percent.

2. A decree reducing the price cf drugs by sbout 30 percent.

10. A decree raising the pensicn minimum Lo 10C lel per month in rural
areas and 120 lei per mon'h in urban ccmrunities.

The total benefits accruing to workers as a result of the decrees listed
above are estimated to he 2 billion lei per year. In addition, a number of
decrees are nore specifically intended %~ benefit agriculture. They are as

- followss

L. All back quotas for 1952 are canceled.

2, Quotas for w.cl, nilk, and mezt deliveries are substantially reduced.

3. Deliver: quutuas ire reduced and u prigressive increase in prices, tied
to increased weight and frproved qualivy of livestock, is granted to peasants

contracting to fatten cattie. Price reducti~ns on industrial goods are slso
granted to peasunts.

' Village retail stores are to be better stocked. :
5. The Income tax paid by collec:ive fums {5 reduced by 25-50 percent.
The amount of reduction depends on whether produce is sold on the market or to

cooperatives. The sales tax is reduced 75 percent for collectives and TOZ, and
50 percent for individunl Tarmers.

{.  Almost half a million hectares of lund Crom state reserves will be
divided umong collectives and individual peasants with little property and
large families.

7. New orchards will be tax exempt ior 2 years.
8. The honey delivery quota is reduced 50-75 percent. Collectives start-
ing to raise livestock, and breeders of certuin breeds of sheep, will enjoy tax

decreases.

9. Taxes paid by collectives and peasants contracting to deliver certain
kinds of seed are reduced.
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10. Produce exceeding the average local production level is exenpt from
the income tax.

11. Veterinary service and chemicals to combat fruit tree diseases and
pests are to be available gratis.

12. Henceforth people's councils are Tequired to provide in their budgets
the ‘sums necessary to help fight fires and contagious diseases of livestock,
ete., in rural communities, (4)

CAMPAIGN METHODS

Press
=03

( The press, the party'c best ideological weapon and the mouthpiece of workers!'
opinion, has a very important task to perform !n the electoral campaign. Since
the elections are for crgans of loceal government, most of the campaign agitation
must be performed by the raion and regiune newspapers. Their Job is to explain

party and government policy and to mobilize the masses for its execut ion.

Some newspapers, Properly guided by their locai committees, have done their
task well, Drapelul Rosu of Timisoara, Steaggl Rosu of Bacau, and Voros Zaszlo
of Targul Mures have made praisevorthy efforts. Other papers, such asg Dobrogea
Noua of Constanta, Zori Noi and other Suceava newspapers, and Stea Rosu of
Barlad, have treated political agitation and other important question only
formally and superficially.

In the short time remaining before the elections, the papers must present
their material vividly and convineingly. They must cite facts about their
regiune, raion, and commune, pointing out the regime's great achievements in
aiding tne masses. The papers must explain and publicize the party's 19-20
August decisions, as well as the more recent decrees granting improved terms
for peasants who si1an un for delivery of produce and fattened livestock, and
providing for tax redurtions, distribution of state land regerves to collectives
and individuasl peasants, reauced prices for drugs, wage Lncreases, and credits
for individual and collective housing.

The local press must help the people to upply these decrees by stimulating
socialist competition, popularizing advanced methods of work, and pointing out
methods for stimulating the discovery and development of local resources, rais-
ing labor productivity, and economizing on muterials.

The newspapers must sefze the opportunity to stress the need for improved
activity on the part of people's councils, especially in the economic field.
They must also work iggressively to strengthen the alliance between workers and
Peasants and to ensure a more important role for the workers in this alliance
by discussing concrete benefits derived by the peasants from the people's
democratic regime.

The electoral campaign is a vast schéol for mass political education.
Agitators and party and mass organizationg would be better able to achieve the
correct blend between Specific campaign problems and topical political and
economic problems if the local bress set a good example. Tt must publish articles
on the best agitation collectives, on reading bees, agitation points, wall news-
papers, broadcasting stations, and cultural centers. It must discuss those
party organizations which train agitators properly and which draw trade unions,
UTM groups, women's delegations, and other mass organizations into political
work. Agitators would be greatly aided if papers published photographs, graphs,
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and tables of local achievements, and if they issued periodicals, pamphlets,
folders, and other propaganda material, The papers must publicize FDP candidates,
give voters information cn “he delimitations of electoral districts, on registra-
tion and voting places, and on how to vote. The people must be constantly re-
minded that the electoral campaign is u type of political action carried out by
the people themselves for their own interest. (5)

Wall newspapers of institutions and enterprises are instruments of agita-
tion which, when properly handled, can contribute greatly to the success of the
electoral campaign. Wall newspapers must be used to mobilize the workers in
the fight to carry out the economic program set up by the 19-20 August party
congress and induce them to contribute fully tc the intensification of political
work in connection with the elections.

However, the wall newspupers of some Cralova institutions and enterprises
completely ignore these uims as well as everyday problems. Although the
elections are only 2 few weeks away, these papers fail %¢ feature the campaign
at the precise moment when 1gitution cn this subject shculd reach its maximum.
intensity. Such is the case in the Partizanul factory, the Industris Lemnuluf
Cooperative, the Railway Repa:rr Shop, 1und the Electrical Machinery and Appliance
Institute. .

Most articles desling wivn the electicns are general in content and fail -
to discuss the daily life of wcrkers in their respective fuctories. An inadegunte
article of this type appeared in an issue of Lhe wall newspaper of the Partizanul
factory, the only issue in which the elections were mentioned. This article
could just as well have appeared in the wull newspaper of any one of the Crajfova
enterprises, for none of the factory's specific problems was mentioned. The
author is a member of the women's brigide which has achieved considerable success.
Nevertheless, the article mentioned neither these achievements, nor Zoia
Taroveanu, head of the brigade and FDP canuldate for electoral distriet No 121.

A similar situation exists in the Industria Lemnului cooperative. The wall
newspaper there neglected to publicize the achievements of leading workers such
as G. Munteenu, A. Corueliu, and Cornelia Lupn  ™he editors have revealed their
complete lack of political orientation by pubilishing an article full of pompous
generalities on the electicns. This article gives no inkling of the fact that
the workers are doing their utmost to provide the people with more und better
furniture in honor of the elections.

Many editorial collectives, Including those o the Rallway Repair Shop and
the Elecirical Machinery Institute, have never understood the real part wall
newspapers should play in the electora] campaign, nor their duty to advertise
the achievements of the regime and the work and life of FDP candidates in their
own enterprises. The Electrical Machinery Institute's paper has carried an
article discussing the great success of the regime, Lut failing to give one
concrete example. The paper might well have pointed out that the institute,
which is only 2 years old, is training 500 students and has already added a 70-
room wing and acquired new labh rutory equipment.

The editorial collestive of agitation peins No 2, which published only one
article on the elections, and other Craicva editorial collectives have failed
to focus attention on the intensive campaign now in progress to prepare for the
elections. (&)

Aglitation Points

Agitation points are very important in the mass political work of the
i election campaign. Many of them in various regiunes und raions have improved
> their election work. They are offering interesting, attractive programs,
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including conferenccs, lectures, artistic programs, group radio listening,
discussions with citizens, ang question-and-ansver sessions. For example, at
agitation point Ne 10 in Herastrau-Buchurest, citizens met with Ion Mihaila,
FDP candidate for electoral district No 218, to discuss the achievements of the

paign. Photomontages 1llustrating the achievenents of the people's democracies
and of the Soviet Union are on display. Also among the exhitits are the decrees
of the Presidium of the Grand PFationa] Assembly toncerning the elections, apq
alsc slogans, posters, earteons, ang pamphlets. The agitation program for the
week 1sg conspicuously posted and can pe Seen by all travelerg. Since the agita-
tion point ig in a railway stuticn, its Programs are designed to coincide with
the arrival and departure of trains. 4 typical weekday program ig as follows:

at 1000 hours, Populurization or cundidates for people's councils; at 1200 hours,
Agitator Petre Miron discusses the capitalisgt elecioral farce; at 1700, Agitator
Ion Popa discusses the latest 1nternational news vith particular emphasis on

the worlg struggle for Peace against the aggressive plans of the American
imperialists; at 1900, a talk on the demoeratic character of the Pecple's couneil
elections, followed by a question-and -ansver period. A cultural Program vith
music and dancing concludes the program.

An agitators!? collective has algo been organized ar. the station. Jtg main
burpose is to give explanations to citizens in (he wuiting rooms and on the
platforms. The agitators explain to the citizens to which electoral distriet
they belong, the names of candidates in each district, the location of polling
booths, and the time apg place of Neetings between candidates and voters,

More than o 4gitarion points have been opened in Cumpeni Raion, Cluj
Regiune, since the beginning of the campaign. Some of them such as those {n
Baia de Aries and Buciun Sat, are doing well, but m™ny others, such as the
agitation point in Abrud, are inactive. 7y Szeatura Commune it has not beep
made clear who is in charge of the agitation point, Simion Tuhut, chairman of
the executive comeittee of the commune people's counct > claims that the director
of the cultura] center is ip charge. 7Ton Carju, secreiary of the primary party
organization, claims that he is Supposed to Le ip charge. ag 4 result of this
conflict, nothing is being done.(7)

Agitaticn in Comans Commune, Vidra Raion, has been very successful. on
a typical evening, pensants gather at the cultural center to talk with Marin
I. Darastea, 4 medium peasant angd FDP candidate for electors) distriet No 28.
They exchange views oy methods for applying guvermment and party decrees on
raising the standard of living of workers in Tacuories and Tields. fThe candidate
tells the peasants ubout the electural atuses churacteristic of the times when
the landowners and capitalists ruled the country.  He contrasts this with the
democratic character of present.-day elections, when ull power is in the hands
of the pecple. He then calls upon voters L0 respond with deeds to the solicitude
of the pParty and government for the welfure of workers, asking them to pledge
deliveries to the state by 20 December. Peasants diseyss the achievements of
raion and commune people’'s councils and the numerous ways in which the govern-
ment assists the peasants. At one neeting, medium Peusant Nicolae (. Parvu,
manager of the local cooperative, spoke nf the increased harvests resulting
from the use of scientific methods and of the great idvantages accruing to
those who s0ld their produce to the cooperative. Others described the benefits
to be gained from contracts for livestock fattening and from the increased
availability to the peasants of industria] goods in return for increased agri.
cultural production. ()
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Recently the voters of Constanta electoral district No 104 met with their
candldate, housewife Maria Mihalache. The candidate recalled the achievements
of the local people's council in raising the standard of living. Three food
stores, a textile store, and bread and vegetable stands had been opened in the
district, saving housewives the long walk to distant markets. The district now
has two elementary schools and two kindergartens, one of which is conducted in
the Tartar language. Numerous streets have been paved and the tarpaper on roofs
replaced by galvanized shee: metal. The candidate pointed out, however, that
much was still to be done, and invited women voters to submit criticism and
suggestions. At the conelusion of the meeting the hcousewives pledged to aid
the fyé{illment of the policies established by the pirty plenum of 1G-20 August.
1953.

The entire Hungarian Autoncmous Regiune is carrying on intensive political
agitation to achieve new successes 1n production in honor sf the elections.
Agitators in Targu Mures are engaged in house-to-house canvassing. About 2,000
are promoting the FDP candidates. Hundreds of meetings between candidates and
voters at agitations points have been well atiended. The party organization is
devoting particular uttention te visual agitation by means of posters, slogans,
and photomontages. In many plsaces mass political work is closely interwoven
with cultural activity. On Sundays, artistic Progrums ure presented ot meet
ings between voters and candidutes oy cultural teams from enterprises, institutions,
und cultural centers. (")

A number of agitntion points have performed peerly. The party committee
of the Simeria railway complex has no directing collective and has planned no
activities for its agitation point.  No one is able %o give travelers or rail-
way workers explanations about the elections. The agitation pnint does not
éven possess the text of the decree on Lhe elections or any material on the
subject.(3) The agitation point in Traian Commune, Caracal Regiune, is in-
active; Its doors have heen locked for weeks. It is located in the entrance
hull of a house which is not heated, and the only printed matter available
consists of two extrasts from the electoral decree, a few pamphlets, and a
list of people who nre suppused to be on duty. The agitaticn point has no chair-
man, and has held no meetings or discussions The Carucal Raion Party Committee
mst devote more attention t- SRITHDN polnts and must eliminate the formalism
Which persists in the activity ot some of them.(-)

Agitation point No 1 of Vasiui 15 lecated at the headquarters of the 7
Noembrie Collective. It has extricts from the Constitution, the text of the
electoral decree of the firand Naticnal Assembly, publications showing electoral
districts, etc., and is attractively decoruted. However, the agitation point
has no progrum of acrivities. No lectures have been presented, nor have meet-
ings between voters and candidates been organized. The Vaslui Raion Party
Committee, instead of uppointing o well-gualified ccliective to organize .the
agitation point's activities properly, has preferred to request the secretaries
of primary orgsnizations to detai! a number of agitators for duty. Under this
system, the persons on duty frequently cannct give correct answers tu voters
seeking explanations. (7)

Agitation Methods

The party committee of the Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej clothing factory in
Bucharest has trained about 150 agitators from the ranks of the workers on
methods of discussing the elections in the neighboring Militari district., The
instructors laid particular stress on the need for agitators o tell the voters
to vhat rajon and city district they belong and where the polls are located.
The agitators must pay daily visits to citizens residing on the streets assigned
to them and urge them to attend meetings between voters and candidates.
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A meeting between the citizens of electoral district No 148 and Bufrosina
Niculescu-Mizil, chairman of the I. V. Stalin Raion People's Council, took place
in the auditorium of the Ministry of Coal Industry. In her address, Niculescu-
Mizil gave a short Survey of the achievements brought about in Stalip Raion
through the support of the citizens. Ana Ungureanu, Elena Bogalschi, and other
voters talked aboyt cupation of the people's democratic regime
with the improvement ple's standard of living. New stores

» and e new square is under construc-
out, including the failure to use

or gardens and to r er of houses and streets, which could

epair a numb
the help of the re

be done with sidents,
FDP candidates in Zorleni Commune, Barlag Regiune,
voters their duties Wwith regard to the fulfiliment of

Neagu, the beasants' candidate ip electoral district N
deliver her fulj quota. Her example was ol
result, 26 citizens have fulfilled their dely

ARLUS

are explaining to their
the collection plan.

0 31, was the first to
owed by other peasants and as o
very norms.(3)

The ARLUS circles or
literary gatherings,
with the electoral ¢

3agdad city and Regiune orge

nized numerous canferences and
in which more than 4,200 workers

tock part, in connection’
ampalgn. Lectures were given ui the cirele of the Foesani
ironware factory, at the Girls' Norma) School, and at the ARLUS circle of
Munteni district of Barlad

A cultural and artistic

neeting was organized recently by the loeal ARLUS
circle at the Lipov Commune cultural center jip Cral

iova Regiune. 4 lecture was
given by Marie Marculescu on the role of village Soviets in carrying out directives
issued by the Soviet governmesnt and the CPSU. wopjg was fcllowed by an artistic
progran. (9)

In Carligaty Commune, Musy

Rafon,
The agitation peints

the electoral campal
are busy wi<h conferences and discussions on the election.
Inereasing nunbers of peasants are flocking to agitation p

cint No 1 every day.
Agitators on duty give explanstions of the electoral law and describe candidates.
Agltator Ioan Romascan, a member of the ARLUS circle bureau, gives detailed
ansvers to peasants' questions and enlightens them cn *he striking difference
betveen present and past elections. The JRLUS cirele of the commune has trained
14 agitators and assigned one to each geographic sec tor for campaign work. In
the village of Leoresty, the electoral decree was thoroughly studied and the

democratic character of the elections strecsed. ARLUS members have contributed
nine articles on the election to loecal newspapers.

gn 15 in full swing.

Ion Dumitrieca, Gh, Vliad, and Niculina Chivu,
at the Electroﬂparataj Flant, werked as o team to

the elections. Chivu brought Seviaet newspapers to
about the Zhundurovu, Khrisuuovn,

visited private homes wher
tions of Soviet elections

members of ARLUS circle No 3
disseminate information on

& meeting in order to read
and other Soviet methods. The team also

€ many pecple listened with interest to their deserip-
and living conditions. (10)

Activists of ARLUS organizations
the support of activities started by FDP agitation points
Nicolae Adascalitei, chatvmen of the ARLUS circles of Sas
communes, participated in the mobilization of citizens to attend meetings
organized by the Fpp. They also spoke on "Soviet Deputies, True Representatives
of the Working People," and "Flections of Working People's Deputies to People's
Councils.” The ARLUS cirecle of Fantana Ma
the former topic.(11)

in Falticeni Raion are contributing to

- Petre Pusca ang
ca and Preotesti
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ARLUS circles and other mass organizations in the villages of Ploesti Raion
are doing their utmost to contribute to the electoral campaign. Effective support
of the activities of agitation points and cultural centers is one of the tasks
which they have assumed. The meeting of FDP candidate C. Tordachescu with voters
at the circle of Barcanesti Commune was a medel of good organization. -

Collective listening to the "ARLUS Hour" of Radic Moscow 1is particularly
popular among the peasants., 1In Support of activities organized bty cultural
centers, the ARLUS carcles of Bercesti, Romanesti, ete., have organized a series
of lectures on Soviet deputies. The lectures, followed by artistic programs,
attract large audiences. The circles also take an active part in the publica-
tion of newspapers. fTheir members have written articles on such subjects as
"The Democratic Character of the Soviet Electeral System,” and "The Local Soviets."
Another achievement of these circles was the preparation of photomontages 11lus-
trating the fruits of locul Soviet labor.

However, even better results could be obtained if the deficiencies in the
work of many circles were removed. Numerous ARLUS circles of Ploesti Reainne
have n~+ even drawn up nlans for their nrk. The Plresti ®inn *RIUS Committee
must actively support and guide the circles in deing even more effective wvork
in the electorat CAmpAIZL, und must put to the best L.+ .ble use vrinted material
“1nch as Local Organs of State Pcwer in the USSR (Orginele Locile ule Puterii de
S*at 4n RSSY 7 The Scviet Doty Deputatul Scvie'ic), sent to then by the
General Ceuncil AT Us.

1t 1s the duty of the ARLUS circles to popularize the democractic character
of the Soviet electoral system, vhich has provided the inspiration for the
Rumanian system, by organizing conferences and listening groups, and by news-
Japer articles, photographic displuys, etc.(12) ARLUS circles at agitation
oints and cultural centers in Budesti and Saboani communes, Roman Raion, in
Recea Commune, Buja Mare Regiune, in Suceava, and in Cernavoda sponsored
discussicns of the Soviet, electoral system and the role of people's soviets in
building socialism. The 80 conferences held in Suceava Raion were attended by
obout 10,000 citizens, aund the conference of people's councils recently held
in Pildest! was atteunded by 350 persons. (13)

ARLUS circles in Stalin City are particularly active i the electoral
campaign. For exumple, they are crganizing g1therings every Friday at the FDP
agitation point in the Steagul Resu plant. (12)

Master shoemaker Petre Gubor is running for election <o the people's council
in Tmisoara. The members of the Footwear Cooperative know him as an ardent
friend of the Scviet Union. As chairman of the cooperative's ARLUS cirele, he
is actively engaged in the task of popularizing the achievements of the Soviet
Union. During November 1352, the circlie Grganized o series of lectures on
current topics such as the Soviet pecple's fight fur peace and the manner in
which they carry out goverrment and party decrees. The circle 1lse ccncerns
Itself with the teaching of Russian to a cliss of 27 puplls.(14)

UTM

Meetings between candidates and voters offer an opportunity to discuss the
most important political problems and are the concrete expression of the workers!'
devotion to the policy of the party and of their firm intention to support 1t.

It is the duty of UTM organizations to participate actively in the organization
of these meetings, UTM members ean make the meetingec friendly and popular. .

At the meetings they must publicize the candidates and their past achievements,
emphasize the accomplishments of the people’s councils, and suggest means of
overcoming past mistakes. Young candidates for election must show the workers
that they are competent and must apply the wishes ¢~ the workers when they are
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elected. Primary UTM organizations must carefully guide agitators anc p2ins-
takingly devise the most suitable forms of agitation to publicize the candidates
and the election.(15)

The actual success of the electoral campaign depends upon thorough political
work among the masses. 1In this field the UTM committee of the Ch. Gheorghiu-De J
Ralon in Bucharest has taken steps to mobilize youth in the struggle to carry
out the decisions of the August party plenum. It has directed UTM members to
conduct house~to-house campaigning. These members are now carefully briefed
by party organizations and supervised by UTM ccmmittees, a process which was
neglected at first. At the Gh. Gheorghiu-Dej clothing factory, each UTM committee
member is responsible for a group of young activists and accompanles them on
their tour throush neighborhsod streets. Many agitators arrange appointments in
advance with individual rez:dentg. .

Specinl attenticn has been devoted t¢ visual agitation. Permanent youth
teams have been given the Jol of putting up campaign posters and ensuring the
rapid distributicn of campalgn literature. There are now 175 such teams in the
ralon. The teams also publinize candidates and explain the purpose of the
elections. Artistic *eams also have 1 big share in the campaign. Many of them
have added new songs, sketches, and plays connected with the elections to their
repertcire. They visit cultural centers arcund Bucharest every Sunday to pre-
sent pregrams and to discuss local preblenms, on which they have been carefully
codched in advance.

The UIM Raion Committee hos alsc given detailed instructicns to collectives
of wall newspaper editors. As a result many of the papers are read with great
interest by young pecple. In many cases advanced Soviet metheds of production
have been adopted ns u result o wull rewgpaper articles, and production has
been increased in honor of the elections.

Nevertheless, there are scme weak points in the activites of the Gh.
Gheorghiu-DeJ Ralcn UTM Committee. Club and Red Corner activities are still
unsatisfuctory. The test agitators are not sent to the villages, and the raion
committee has not superviced village agitaricn points closely enough, particularly
those headed by UTM members As o resuilt, ‘he agitaticon points in Drugomiresti
Vale and elsewhere are below par. 1In cther caszes artistic programs presented
by youth teams have been inadequately prepured.  There are alse shortcumings 'n
the mobilizing of youth to rulfill producticn pluns and Lo improve study iun
schools. However, these shortcomings cun Le expected to be avercome soon and
the ties binding UTM members to other youthe will be further sirengthened.(16)

Although the UTM city committee {n Cunstanta is only 200 meters from
agitation point No 1, its activists hagve never bveen there, and have disregarded
requests for help. Consequently the agitation point has held none of the ten
conferences scheduled. Visual educaticn 15 completely neglected in Bacau
Regiune, because some of the UTM orgauizations do not devote enough attention
to mass politieal agitation. Their lack of interest is apparent in Buhusi,
Piatra Neamt, Tacaciuni, Bicaz, and sther areas. At Pintra Neamt, for example,
the railroad station aud many streets huve no posters or slogans. Few of the
posters distributed to schouls and enterprises of Buean have been put up by the
young people.

In Tamboiesti Commune, Ramnicu Sarat Raion, mass agitation by the UTM and !
FDP regiune councils is unsatisfactory. Campaign material lies untouched in
the chairmen's offices and no attempt has been made to publicize loeal candidates.
Regular and wall newspapers do not even mention them. The voters' registry is
almost inaccessible, and the door of the agitation point is slways locked. The
radio and library of the agitation point are unused. Activists of the raion
UTM organization have not direscted the secretary of the commune UTM to organize
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